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Night Whose Trad l

Murder and

THE TERROR OF THE POLICE

Theta Desperadoes Rarely Use a Gun
but Work With the Knife tha Blu d

geon of by To lling Tha Have a
Short and Bloody Career

There are very few n igbfs In tbe
year when Paris policemen pn their
rounds do not stumble upon a body ly
ing hi a gory poo Somet the
bandlo of a long slender knife pro
trades between the shoulder blades
sometimes an ugly gash bleeds from
ear to ear not seldom blood oozes
from inoutbi and ears as though
the dead had not sustained any ap
parent wound or three little starlke
bruises may dot the temp le or a bluis h

line an Inch wide may mar the back
of the neck just above the collar line

Les Apaches the cops whisper
to nch other for Parisian police of
ficers always go two by two and they
call for an ambulance mu relieved
not to have witnessed the

The steel blade the blackjack the
brass knuc kles will serve the purpose
of the Apache according to hIs vic
tims size and presumable Strength
For a prey of sma stature however
the Apache reserves what In his slang
be calls tolling A sharp blow diize
the victim and throws him down the
Apaches knees bore themselves into
the chest while bis hands se ize the
ears lift the head and slam It a couple
of times on the pavement uiitll a dull
er thud tells of a fractured skull

Dntll an Apache Is ah adept at
sticking his man In very much the

name way In which a Spanish torero
dispatches a bull with a single thrust
between the shoulders or at crapklng
a skull bone at one slam be Is held In
little esteem an d never allowed to
tackle big jobs ln a dangerous neigh
borhood for Paris Is a well policed
city The night hawk must strike like
lightning empty the dead mans pock
ets a and slink away Into the
dark Therefore Apaches seldom
curry guns the knife Is s ilent Tplli
Ingi too Is safe so many people
known to have slipped and fractured
their skulls Unless the victim Is es
pecially well dressed there is not much
of an Inquiry

When It is all over the gang w hic h

scatters like a flock of frightened spar
rows meets again nt wineshop
where no one is welcome who is not

In the business
Apaches never try to conceal the ir

social status Their very clothes are
a sort of warning to the public They
even affect a peculiar walk the body

from the shoulders bunched
and bands plunging deep Into the
trousers pockets But who would dare
to molest Jbem

The Apache is a marked He
joins d ganyatthreeprfo tirjindtwen
ty and by thirty or thirtyfive be has
gone The maws of a Jail hold him
for the balance of his earthly exist
encl He knows that He expects It
Therefore w hile bis freedom there
Is no desperate chance bewilT not take
to get at the gold that alpne

him
Apac hes ajre not born they are

made ma i e by the laws of
France Kvery citizen of the repub
lic without distinction of rank or class
must serve under bis countrys dag
for twoyeurs Only the physically un
tit escape that servitude At the end
of bis tern In the ranks every French
man seeking employment must pre
sent as means of identification bis cer
tificate of honorable discharge

Then it is that tragedy looms upfor
some unfortunates Woe to the one
whose certificate mentions itbe Afri
can battalions

The African battalions garrisoned at
the edge of the Sahara desert are
made UR of aHttie boys wlio had the
m isfortune of being arrested before
they reached the age of twentyone
Trivial as their offenses have
been whether they or not
to the indiscreet exuberance of youth
or to some absurd en tanglement they
are sent to the desert outposts kept
on convict fare leeping mostly In

trenches which they dig watched over
by sentries that shoot to kill

Under the broiling sun that lays
them fast with fever and chol
era they build roads crept over tho
next day by the sand They tire the
front 1 whenever Arabs or Moroccans
threaten to shake off the French yoke
When they fa ll by the ways ide tliey

are tied to a horses tall When they
spurs cause f fie horse to rear

And when the creepy water of sand
wells bullets from the seutrlesor from
the nomads and tha hoofs of vlclousi
borsos have spared Ituern they refurn
to their native city with hatred In

their hearts with the loathsome mem

ories left by association wth the de
praved and the morally diseased

They return to their native city to

find doors and hearts loiked to them
Their military book which they must

produce proclaims them jullbihls
wants to employ an exconyict

During their two years in Hie African

Inferno they have ht6ned for their er
rors of ighteenth at nineteenth
year For the second time they have
settled their account with society

And now society refuses them n

chance to show that they have for
gome of them bevel Bhed the old bide

to prove that a new heartla beating

hi their breasts
Hard Id the pllcbt of nn esconvict

In France Andre Frldon In New York
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LUXURIES

Silver Llnqd Cooking Utpnails Used

Twonty Centuries Ago

Wlille tbjfii housawife ofjit qday may
reasonably pride herself on con
venlences which her kitchen affor ds
she need not smile too superciliously
at the thought of the makes hifts of
ifciys long gouoby She would certainly
not do so were she to spend a little
time Inspecting the kitchen and other
household utensils that were ID use
2000 years a go as ex hibited In the
national museum at Naples Sauce
pans lined with sliver pulls ichly in
laid with arabesques In silver and
shovels handsome ly carved figure

the household goods of those

An eggframe that would cook twen
tS eggs at once und pastry molds

like shells suggest luxuries of
the kitchen pf 2000 years ago Grid
irons and frying pans tart dishes and
cheese craters Were in use then as
now

The Roman ladys toilet table was
wpll supplied Ivory cpiubs bottles of
perfume pots of cosmetics buttons
hairpins and even a hair net of gold
wlrei figure in the museu in

Bronze thimbles and plndles are to
be seen among the relics The Roman
lady even had lier safety pin for there
Is a specimen of this lenco
which before the one in tile Naples
museum was found was be to
be a modern invention

The Roman la dy however apparent
ly lacked essential She ha d no
hairbrush had she a glass
mirror All the mirrors In the museum
with one exception are of silver or
some other white metal The excep
tion Is a dark purple piece of glass let
into the wall of droom at the
house Specc In Pompeii

In surgical instruments the ancient
world was rich Those found at Pom
pell deprive modern Science of the
credit of more than one Invention
Needles probes and fprceps resemble
closely those In use at the present
day Harpers Weekly
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THE CZARS

A Doubtful Honor That Was Re jected
by a Rolish Girl

In Russ iri royalty is so revered that
to the loyal subject It seems a great
honor to follow the czar The govern
ment is em inently patrlarcbi ii ln
pry at leastand the emperor must
supervise as well as patronize the
schools At the Easter festival the pu
pils are treated with especia l favor
you ng girls of the u pper classes of the
Imperial Girls school are in a
long procession through the streets In

the Imperial carriages The pleasure
for them Is only that of being allowed
to take n drive In a stylish court car
riage jtb coachman and footman in
the livery There Is nothing
special to beseen

The theory of this is that the czar
stands In a higher parental re
lation to a il t children Vftteu be
once ri year visitsone of these schools

to which only the children of the
nobility are adm ittedit Is a custom
that as n slgri of bis favor he drops
his pocket handkerchief and the girls
nil scramble forr lttearlng lt in pieces
so that eac h ono can geta fragment

He takes the most Brilliant glrl to
the table and tastes of the the
institution It Is valued as tub highest
distinction wben he gives one of the
girls his plate riivlfhjwhptils left upou
it It Is c jistom n us fgr her
to eat It with de In all her
features Great was the astonishment
of Alexander Hi when a young girl a
Pole whom the czar bod taken to the
table as being the most distinguished
scholar of the Institute and to whom
ho bad passed was left of his
meat and potatoes nodded to a servant
and gave him the czars p

to take away

An Unfair Attack
Pletro w s working w itb ri gang at

ilroad construction He had been
told beware of rattlesnakes but as
sured that they would always give the
warning rattle before iking

Ope hot day be was eating bis noon
luncheon on a pine log when be saw a
big rattier colle few feet in front
of him He eyed the serpent and b
gan to lift his legs over the log He
had barely got themr put of the
w the s fangs bit the
beneath him

Son of d gnna F yelled
0

Pletro
Why you nbrlrigadri be ll Everyi

bodys

Forgot Once In Awhile
The health of the as well as of

the depends upon forgetting To
let the memory of a wrong of

of petty meanness linger rind

rankle in your riieraory Aylll not only
dissipate yuur mental1 Energy but it
will react The secre
tions will be diminished digestion Im

paired sleep disturbed uud the general
health suffer In consequence Forget
ting is n Splen riientn
and a good medicine for the body

First and Foremoat
My wife has n great deal to say to

mo about ber first hus band
Nonseni e Your wife was never

married before V

1 know t Thats vuqfmaUes her
reflections so prilrifull Ufk

Hli Class
I say my man Is that dog of youri

a mongre
No soli aint no class to Mm Jes

common dog sah Italtltnore Amer
ican

The great mans of people have eyes
and ears not much more espe
elnjly little power of Judgment arid

even nie bopenhauer
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CUPHE PEPLTY
rp f y

Some Curious Methods of Exe

cutfog

MOROCCO USES THE LASH

Flogging to Donlh Is Stlli In Vogue
Among the Moors Strani gu la tton Is

Employe d In Austr i a anil Spa in

Clings to the

There are many curious1 methods o f
Inflicting capital punishment iii the
various countries of the old world
sotno pf them tinged with the lty
of the dark ages

Morocco Is perhaps the mosi mediae
val country In existence Flogg ing to
death is still in vogue It is not so
very long ago that Mulal Hafld had
the Slierecf Klttnln executed in is
horrible fas hion

The ameer of Afg han istan
cuilar methods of the
ment lit the crime A bal er for sell
lng short weight was roasted In his
own oven and a man iwho had starte d

a scare that the Russians were ad
vancing on Kabul was placed on a
stool fastened cm tOJ of a tall pole
and kept there on sentry go till lie died
of sleeplessness and exhaustion

Political crimes are not uncommon
In Persia and the revolutionists when
caught nre dealt with summarily
Four conspirators who were recently
caughtln the net of throwing a bomb
In the crowded bazar at Teheran
hanged and quartered In the same
fashion that prevailed In England1 up
to the sevcnteenth ceutiiryi Tlie re
mains of the wretched men were hung
at the citygates im n horr ible Avarii ln

An Austrian officer convicted ofpbl
his superior officers In tile at

tempt to win promotion was sentenced
to be strangled

Austria is the billy country which
employs this particu lar method of ex

f ecution bu t Spains garrdte Is very
Similar The original metho d of gar
rotlng was Iii fact nothing bill stran
gUng The criminal was seated oh a
chair fixed to a a loop Pf rope
was placed encircling his neck nnd
tbe post and by means of a stick or
cudgel Span ish gurrote Inserted be
tween the post and the condemned
mans neck the cord was tightened
until strangulation ensued

The mpdern garrote consists of a
brass collar conta a sharp pointed
Bcrcw The executioner turns the

and Its po int pene trates the
spinal marrPw causing Instant death

EJvery clvillzea country does Its best
nowadays to make the dreadfui task
exeeutJon asrap id an d painless as

possible HanglDg fas at present per
formed Is u very differenl matter from
what It used to bo In England

Till nearly the end Pf the eighteenth
iury the con demned man was made

to stand in a cart with a ropo around
his neck andthe cart was then driven
away from under hluir In 1783 parlia

abo lished this practice ns beiugi
top barbarous and a platform wasi
substituted for the cart In 1874 this
me ihod was improved by proportioning
the length of drop to the weight of
the body

s The state of New York inaugurated
the electric chair many years ago but
Its only advantage over hanging ls
that the man wboswjtches on the cur
rontis out of sight of the death chdm
ber and so escapes the grewsbrno title
of public executioner

Formerly nil cr iminals In England
died by the as and undoubtedly the
nrXJn the hands of a sklllfur feads

was as merciful an Instrument of
death as any which exist today In
Prusslai decapitation by the ax is still
the recognized method of execution
but the rest of Germany follows the
example of France and uses the guillo
tine

Execution had almost become obsp
jeto In Frauee until public sentime
was so aroused by the ever Increasing
number of bratal murders that In Jan
uary 1000 the wide as the French
term the Instrument was dragged put
ofi its retirement and tour m
were publicly executed nt Bethune In
the north of France

The guillotine was Invented by n
doctor named GuIIIotin more than a
cetituryago bu t It is not true that the
inventor fell a victim to his own de
vice He died quietly In his bed TJii
gu illotine cons of two upright posts
grooved on the Inside An immfense

heavy nmj slinrp steeibjade is Qxed to
slld In these gfpoycs nnd tlie execu
tioner has npthlng tp flo but pull n

rope the blade drops find decnp
the vjqtim Instantly

There nrp a few countries where
capita l punishment has been abolished
ngtably Swltzer jn Italy also
thprc have been no executions fqr clvl
offenses for niany years past St Lou
Js Postpispatch

The Firs Gentleman
Who was tlie flrst The

Prlnce of JDarkRess has been pro
nounced one but only mortals r can
f lrly coupti Accprdliig to Jo hn Bulls
ime there was np gentlenmn whep

Adtim dc Eve spnu Tho first
of them soou arrived however for
according to Dttme Ju lfaua Beruera
Yriting iipon coat armor in 1480 Cain

became a chur l from the curspof God
and Seth a gentleman through his fa
thers and mothers blessing That
to say Setli was the first man
could boast pf family Ca in having
been cast putOf the pale while Abel

perished too young Lon
don Chronicle
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for

Mothers

i
The use of soothing sirups is much

mpre general than Js supposed Ig
nornnt mothers are the worst offend
ers especially thosewho must go put
to work and who resor t to these dead
ening drugs to quiet the children dur
ing their Jong absences While it Is
pitiful enough to bear the walls of a
neglec ted even more pitiful
tb see the stupefied child sleeping off
n drug debauch provided by its own
mother

The children of the rich oftensuffer
through the practltjcs of the ir nurses

wish to secure exemption from
care and so put them Into ian

unnatural sleep Once found out in
stant disc harge should follow without
a recommendation

No offense cnn be more contemptible
in the eyes of the or of soc
than milking drug inebriates of tittle
children It Is simply a process of
slow poisoning which at the snIDe
time establishes a habit affects the
mentality and Injures the baby A
child brought up on soothing sirups
is dull and letharg ic Many a mother

on in school Is herse lf responsible in
that she fed him on these compounds
to keep him quiet while she worked a
dear bought freedom Under the
find drug act the United States courts
flro making it evident that label ac
curately stating the contents of a

medicine does not Imply liberty to
advertise it as not injurious and
ommend it as reme dy tel ills it canno t
cure A man recently was fined 100
for selling a toothing sirup contain
ing morphine und chloroform though
tile label indicated these drugs and the
amount Ir Wiley declared the stuff
tnlslabelcd because the label declared
no bad effects would fo llow Its use
and that It was a sure remedy for nIl
ailments Inc to babies from one
day old to two or three years The
federa l court susta ined the c hemist
and the proprietor will have to take
his sure cure off the market or con
tinue to pay fines

It will not hurt the baby halt as
much to cry as it will to dose It with
sopthlng sirups Crying is lung ex

erc Opium is deadeulns and dead
ly

MotherV Value
This happened years ago but It Is

i worth repeatlugi In a certain home
was the overlndulgent mother of three
daughters You can Just imag ine
the weeks was hing was w ith dresses
for all of those irls each with tlmSe

or four petticoats besides many other
This mother dldthe washing

I ironing cooking ba king and about
i ever Imagin dble and the h

veli the were cuiturcd arid

did not do ycry inUiih of auythlug ex
cept eatthc ij meals and wear the

clothes One day the father
called the mothe aside The had
a long ta lk an il he admitted he was
not able to hire n domestic Thehext
day the usualrcbmpialn t was ma teUy
the glrlsabout the poor dinner and the
mother quietly got up went to her

dressed a rid came downstairs
She carried a heavy suit CUBe mid

Stopped long enough tOitell the chll
drentbot she hoped theywould haVe

a better meal the next day The ir
father took her to the station and she
was away from homo one month
Every one of those girls llcarncdi to
coOl bake scrub and look after the
house although they admitted thabfor
a week they on bakers bread
lemonade quince preserves and either
sa iraon or sardInes It was a hard ies
son for them to learn but they

value of their mother

Postures of Children
recent lecture to mothers and

teachers on incorrect postures ofchll
dren tho speaker spoke of inturnlng

the means of correcting them
But turned tpesand feet she said
the result of training and if the moth
er finds a tendency on the part of her
child to turn the toes In she must re
sort to training to remedy it This
consists in developing the outei mus
cles by exercise

Of the phys train ing of the child
from birth the lecturer said
cess ive cry Ing being accepted as harm
ful tlie average mother therefore as
sumes that all crying is harmful
should bo suppressed This Is faulty
reasoning The natural crying of a
bahy is really a means of develop
ment ns y crying the lungs are ex
panded and the relations between ir
culation rind respiration are thus es
tablislied and strci gthened

For Ba bys Comfort
The babys basket and the bassinet

are things a young mother loves to
have of the daintiest The hew bas
ket with movable parts 6u the order
of drawers Isione of the most coti
vpnen styles A plate warmer with
metal bottom and porcelain top Is use
ful for keeping the babys dinner hot

Other convenient accessories of i
baliys outfit nrp1 tiny clpthps rack
and trees rlbboa cpat iifi
era miniature waa iistapd pets nnil
sw hamuipcks for putdpp narEj
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PRANKS OF i MPID 1

Ca librated Mori Who ied TKe lr
Servants

j Many celebrated have married
the ir domestic servants Sir He riry

Parkes premie of New South Valed
Iff an example One night dining
at a house ho was struc k by

the appearance of n t servant girl
Awa ited upon the table and persuaded

host to dllwv her to enter his em
ploy Tills she did auil for a short
time held the position of cook In Sir
Henrys household Thou tie inado her
Lady Parkes

But more Illustrious than this is the
j case of Peter the Great One day ho

was dining at the house of Prince Men
sbjltpff tic notice one of the servant
maids particu larly and though slip
was riot handsome she caught his fan
cy Her iame the prince told the
czar was Martha She had been a
servant in the house of a Lutheran
min ister of Mtirlcnburg and w hen that
city was captured by the troops of
Hussla sue bad been taken prisoner
by General Bauer yho had passed
lier over to the prince whoso servant
she was The count politely made a
present of her to thoczar who
tualiy married her

William Cobbett the great writer
he was only twentyone years of

age one morning hanced to see a bux
om servant girl busily engaged In

washing the fam linen The girl
was pre tty so Co bbett spoke to her
learned her name and the same even
ing called her parents and s rild
he would to marry their daughter
The parents of the gIrl informed tin
young man that had no pbjec

to him as son inlaw but
that he would linve to wa it until their
laughter was of a marriageable age

yd years later Cobbett true to his
early love married her
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A WEIRD INCIDENT

Chopins Funeral March Was Inspired
by a Skeleton

Late one suirimers afternoon said
Ziem Chopin and 1 slit talking In my
studio In ono corner of the room
stood a piano and In another the com
plete skeleton of a man with a large
white cloth thrown ghostlike about It
I noticed that now aud again Chopins
gaze would wander nud from my
knowlcdge0f the man I knew that Ills
thoughts were far away from me1 rind
his surroundings More than that I

knew that he was composing
Presently he rose from his seat with

out a word walked over tortho skele
ton and removed the cloth He then
carried It to the piano and seating
himself took the hideous object upon
his knees a strange picture of life arid
death

Then drawing the white cloth round
himself and the skeleton he laid the
latters lingers over his own and began
to There no hesitation In

tile measured flow of sound
whic h he nnd the skeleton conjured
up As the music swelled in a louder
strain I my eyes for there was
something weird In that picture of
inan and Skeleton seated at the piano
with the shadowa of evening deepen
ing around thcinand theever swelling
and everEpftepIng music the nil
with mystery An il 1 kney I was 11s

tcu lng to a compps which would
live forever

The music ceased w hen looked
the piano chair was empty and pn

the floor Chopins unconscious
form rind bsldo him all to
pieces ivas the skeleto ri 1 prized so
much Tbe great composer swoon

ed but his march was found

An Emp at Auction
The Roman was puce sold to

the hlgjiest bidder On the death of
In 183 the raetbrlan guards

not Up the empire for sale by jiuctlbu
and afternn arilmatpd coBipetltion be

twebri Sulpic lau and Ju it was
knocked dpjru to the latter for 6250
iaraehmas Tke Uomans held auctlo ris i

of var ious Uiuds the proceedings be
ing much thesnmb in all cases The
auc tlo subbristri w hich was a sale pf
plunder wiis belt uiidcr stuck
In ground The tnng tcr aXictionls

or auctioneer was chosen frpihamong
the nrgcntnr li or money changers and
his assistants were tbb cashiers

Those Little Dishes
Tommy ate his first meal at a coun

try hbter wh nhe wAs nine years old
and the experience an event He
was Interested In the c61

lection of sitiall thick dis hes conta in
ing side orders scattered ii ls

placp When he went home he gavp ji

graphic descrlptlpn of the meal
And whut do you thlrik mamriiu

ho concluded ate most of the
things out of birds bathtubs Wo
mans Home Companion

Clearing Houses
The function of a clearing house Is

to caable bunkers to exchringb drafts
bills and secur ities thereby savlni
muc h labor and trouble mid at the
sauio time curtailing tbd nmouiit of
floating cash that would be
required By means of the transfer
system made possible by the clearing
house transactions to the amount of
millions lire settled easily and expodl
tously

Speech and Writing
Many people tall much more

ably than they write said the literary
person

Yes replied Mr Owlngfon My

tailor docs that Exchange

An Example
The evil than men do lives nftei1

them Even when the amateur cor
netplayesdlos hei leaves the fatal in
truraent behlndLondon TitBits
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Porllie Children

Interes ting Family of
FTIvo Clever Boys

f

I

One or the most Interesting families
in the diplomatic corps and for tha t
matter In the whole city of Washing
ton Is that of Count de Bulssert the
min ister from Belgium The children
aro great favorites at the national cap
ital where they have become known
through their skill as linguists and
musicians The children lIe nil boys
and there are live of them Even the
youngest isjn good musician for their
education began nt an early age On
occasions when the cotint undcouiitesa
entertain the youngsters are often
called upon to show their skill In mu
sic and so well do they perform that
their effor ts have won universal com
mendation

Who Was Touche d

The two players who knpvv the se
cret remain In the room Jong euougli
for the trick to be made sure

One standx In n corner and the other
In the middle of the room culls out

Ebenezor do you hoar Ebcneziu
says nothing hilt listens attentive ly to
hear who among the company speaks
first The other partner repeats the
question and still no answer Some
one will be likely to make a remark
soon und then Ebenezerwlll rouse up
and answer Yes I hear Then
leave the room says the other play
er and Ebenezer jjoes out The part
ner then makes a great sbdw of choos
ing which one he shall touch hut of
course ends by touching the person
who first spoke after the game began

Ebenezer Is called say
who was touched and W

puzzled to know how be cnn tell

My Ladys Toilet
The players are nil seated except

one for whom no chair must bo pro
vided

Each player lakes the name of some
article of a ladys toilet her neck
lace chain bracelets rings comb
gloves hat shoes gown etc Ono
stands la the center as ladys moll
and says My lady Is going out and
wants her hat Tile hat must Insnint
ly Jump up and spin around If she
forgets to do so she pnys a forfeit
Each article must spin around when

wanted Occasiona lly the ladys
maid says My lady wants her toi
let changed when all the players
must rise and change seats In the
scuffle the cen ter player tries to get
a seat It she succeeds the ono left
chalr iess becomes ladys maid for tho
next turn

The Ticket Collector
One of tho boys In the back of the

room wag evidently thinking of some
thing besides Ills lesson

So tho teacher merely to attract his
attention put the question

1Inrry cnn you tell me where Noah
was when the animals were going Into

ark
Sppse he was tnkin tickets was

the prompt response

ll

Four layers taml on tho tour
angles of a square und tho four adver
saries in the center The ball is passed
from one to another of the players In
the corners and finally thrown nt the
contra players These last fa they
can catch the ball may Jllng It back
If the player In tho corner hits a cen
tral player the Iqtter is put and vice
Versa

The Thieving Magpie
A few weeks ago a largo tree In Eng

land In which several magpies had
nested for years was blown down dill
ing a gale and in a hollow which was
unsuspected was found 300

worth of articles stolen from varloup
houses The principal thing was a dIn

worth 200 The largest ar
ticle was a silver backed hairbrush

All Together SingI
Sparrowi BWlnslnir on a branch sane the

softest trill
Low and long It was full of lovely

meaning
Robin tuBBlns at a worm paused and

Wiped his bill
Payscd arid Ills head stood his

feathers pveenlnB
his song rea lly seemed ho lind

forgotten quite
A bee that lew from rosa to Illy lingered

Hummed and buzzed and hummed again
tried to the Keynote

Wren though busy with her nest stopped
to sing a weo note

5hus remin robin chirped cheerily and
i sans

Sparrow trilled his very loudcst sans hb
sweclfest best

Wren upon 4ho arbor perched looking
at herhest

Bans with robin and with sparrow till tile
garden rang

Youths Companion
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FUN THAT FAILED

Mark Twains Burlesque of Emer

son Longfellow arid Holmes

IT SHOCKED THE IMMORTALS

WD Description of the Dis
mal Effect of the Humor is ts At
tempt to Ma ke Game of the Dignifie d

Literary Tr io at the Boston Dinner

In his memories of Mark Twain in
Harpers W D IIo wells tells of the
dinner in Boston when Mark Twain
with effect made game of Emer
son Longfellow and Holmes

Ho believed he bad been particu
larly fortunate In his notion for the
speech of that evening and he had
worked It out in Joyous self reliance
It was the notion of three tramps
three deadbeats vis iting u California
mining camp and imposing themselves
upon the Innocent miners as

Wndo Emerson Henry
WudswPrth and Oliver
Wendell Holmes The humor of the
conception must prosper or must taU
according to the mood of the hearer
but Clemens felt sure of compelling
this to sympathy nml he looked for
word to an unparalleled triumph

But there were two things that ho
had not token into account One was
the species of religious veneration in
which those men were held by those
nearest them They were men of ex
traordinary dignity of the thing call

fed presence for want of somo clearer
so that no one could well ap

proach them In ti personally light or
trifling spirit I do not suppose that
anybody more truly valued them or
uiore piously loved them than Clem
ens himself hut the Intoxication of his
fancy carried him beyond the bounds
of that regard and emboldened him to
the other thing which he had not taken
Into account namely the Immense
hazard of working his fancy out he
fore their faces and expecting them to
enter into the delight of It If neither
Emerson nor Longfellow nor Holmes
had been there the scheme might pos
sibly have carried but even this Is
doubtful

I was the hapless president fulfill
ing the abhorred function of calling
people to their feet and malting them
speak When I came to Clemens I
Introduced him with the cordial ad
miration hud for him as one of my
greatest contributors und dearest
friends Here I said In was a
humorist who never left you hanging
your head for having enjoyed his Joke
and then the amazing mistake the be
wildering blunder the cruel catastro
phe was upon us I believe that after
the scope of the burlesque made Itself
clear there was 110 one there Including
the burlesquer himself who was not
smitten with a desolating dismay
There fell a silence weighing many
tons to the square Inch which deep
ened from moment to moment and
was broken only by the hysterical and
blood curdling laughter of a single
guest whose name shall not be hand
ed down to Infamy Nobody knew
whether to look at the speaker or
down at his plate I chose my plate
as the least affliction and so I do not
know how Clemenu looked except
when I stole a glance at him and saw
him standing solitary amid Ills ap
palled and appalling listeners with his
Joke dead on his hands From a first
glance at the great three whom his
Jest had made its theme I was aware
of Longfellow sitting uprig ht and re
garding the humorist with an nil of
pensive puzzle of Holmes busily writ
lug on his menu with a well feigned
effect of preoccupation and of Emer
son holding his elbows and listening
with a sort of Jovian oblivion of this
nether world In that lapse o f memory
which saved him in those later years
from so much bother Clemens must
have dragged bis Joke to the limax
and left It there but I cannot say
this from any sense of the fact Of
what happened afterward at the table
where the Immense the wholly InDo
cent the truly unlmuglned affront was
offered I have no longer the least re
membrance I next remember being
in a room of the hotel where Clemens
wasnot to sleep hut to toss in despair
an d Charles Dudley Warners sayM
hi the gloom Well Murk Youre u
funny fellow It was as well ns any
thing he could have said but Clemens
seemed unable to accept the tribute

I stayed the with him and
the next morning after a haggard
breakfast we drove about and he
made some purchases of brlcubrac
for his house In Hartford with a soul
as far away from bricabrac as ever
the soul of man was He went homo
by an early train and he lost no time
in writing back to the three divine
personalities which he had so Involun
tarily seemed to flout They all wrote
back to him making It as light for
him as they could I have heard that
Emerson was a good den mystifie d
and in his sublime forgetfulness asked
Who was this gentleman who appear

ed to think he had offered him some
sort of annoyance But am not
sure that this is accurate What I
am sure of Is that Longfellow n few
days after la my study stopped heforo
a photograph of Clemens and said
Ah ho a wag and nothing more
Holmes told me with deep emotion
such as a brother humorist might well
feel that he had not lost an Instant iti
replying to Clemens letter and assur
ing him that there had not been the
least offense and entreating him never
to think of the matter again Ho said
that ho was a fool but he wnsGods
tool Holmes quoted from the letter
with a true sense of the pathos and
humor of the abasement
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